BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
dissimulation impair one's honesty? Is there not some danger
that a lawyer may put on the same mask in common life, in
the intercourse with his friends?' JOHNSON. {Why no, Sir.
Everybody knows you are paid for affecting warmth for your
client; and it is, therefore, properly no dissimulation : the
moment you come from the bar you resume your usual be-
haviour. Sir, a man will no more carry the artifice of the bar
into the common intercourse of society, than a man who is
paid for tumbling upon his hands will continue to tumble
upon his hands when he should walk on his feet.'
Talking of some of the modern plays, he said False Deli-
cacy was totally void of character. He praised Goldsmith's
Good-natured Man\ said, it was the best comedy that has
appeared since The Provoked Husband. [He went on to say]
*I have not been troubled for a long time with authours de-
siring my opinion of their works. I used once to be sadly
plagued with a man who wrote verses, but who literally had
no other notion of a verse, but that it consisted of ten syl-
lables. Lay your knife and your fork, across your plate, was
to him a verse:
Lay your knife and your fork, across your plate.
As he wrote a great number of verses, he sometimes by
chance made good ones, though he did not know it.'
He said he had lately been a long while at Lichfield, but
had grown very weary before he left it. Bo SWELL. *I won-
der at that, Sir; it is your native place.' JOHNSON, {Why, so
is Scotland your native place.'
His prejudice against Scotland appeared remarkably
strong at this time. When I talked of our advancement in
literature, 'Sir, (said he,) you have learnt a little from us, and
you think yourselves very great men. Hume would never
have written History, had not Voltaire written it before him.
He is an echo of Voltaire.' BOSWELL. 'But, Sir, we have
Lord Kames.' JOHNSON. You have Lord Kames. Keep
him; ha, ha, ha! We don't envy you him. Do you ever see
Dr [William] Robertson?5 BOSWELL. Yes, Sir.' JOHNSON.
T>oes the dog talk of me?' BOSWELL, Indeed, Sir, he does,
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